bole laren e)arelnele|g-|e)alql4 


MY HOLIDAYS ... 


sh 


\ 


wnt 


a7 |: . r 
a © : 4 
Fs J 
i, ion a tee 
: a 
: a ' : 
oe | 
a 


ecccccce x >. - 


SONNING COMMON 


au mexeuls 


—— 
== 
a) 
a 
— 
— 
ae 


ee eer 


ae ae ee le nt a 
| aa Leer: ee 


? 


ae ae 


Zack & Anouska Hawkes 


OUR JUNIOR 


EDITOR 


a 


FANCY BEING 


ie 


he mg 
.* 


e\ 





Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
CES TM SEC ad ETT 
Carpets *« Vinyl « Ceramic Tiles 
Pom AN te qo iis feo 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 
Give us acall - We can help! 
Phone 0118 9673596 
www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


Freeview | Freeew (]@ 


Thinking of moving? 


For a free valuation or to enquire about 
one of the properties in our varied portfolio 
please contact Richard Beville or Sara Galbraith 
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; Visit our stunning showroom: 
> -— waa oe meatanclamn(ecleMint--lellaemnC CO Mn =\ 
| Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.uk 
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» Your local family friendly pre a 
_ 


* Routine general dentistry 


* Affordable dental plans with Denpit 7 


* Children seen on the NHS 

* Tooth whitening 

* Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 
‘ Invisable braces 

* Sedation for nervous patients 

* Free parking 


Now taking on new patients 


wood lane dentistry 


use MRD 


vy 
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saturday and evening appointments available 


Happy Healthy 


Smiles... 


www. woodlanedentistry.co.uk 


= info@beville.co.uk 
@ www.beville.co.uk 
« +44 (0)118 924 25 26 


® 28 Peppard Road 
Sonning Common 
NYole (4s O><ol ME NCES) 


SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL 


GROVE ROAD 
SONNING COMMON 


01138 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 
& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 





@& Denpian 


Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading 
Berkshire RG4 9SJ Telephone 0118 9722626 


























As I write this editorial the children are going back to school and the holidays are 
over for most of the readers. Fortunately, there was some summer weather so our 
vitamin D will have been ‘topped up’ and will support us through the winter months 
to come, we hope. 


Yet again the magazine has developed a theme by happenstance. This time it is about 
horticulture, gardens, flowers and shows. The centre pages reveal an exquisitely beautiful 
garden. The editorial team were delighted to receive some entries for the photo competition 
which revealed the talents of young people. The GCSE results at Chiltern Edge produced 
further outstanding achievements. 


We are sad to lose our Junior editor and we hope another budding journalist will volunteer 
to compose a Just for Kids or a page with a new name. Many will miss the Associate Priest 
Susan Cooper as she leaves to take up a promoted post. Our librarian tells the story of 
another of her fund raising treks, this time to Mongolia and again to raise money for 
Cancer Research. 


As ever | am always very pleased to receive written and photographic contributions which 
makes it such an interesting magazine, celebrating the talents 

of the people of Sonning Common. As the village is set to 
grow | am reminded that it may be the ‘village that never 
was...... with the most unprepossessing buildings, but it is 
the community who live here that make it so special. 
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And so this amazing relationship between 
the magazine and this family began and 
every two months, as the deadline date 
loomed, they would produce a whole page 
of information about their activities, far 
flung holidays, visits to interesting local 
places, crosswords/word searches and 
book/film reviews. Anouska’s speciality 
was the Secret Village competition which 
awarded a prize, and she also organised a 
writing competition. Zack’s enthusiasm for 
Minecraft and his extensive digital input 
has gained him a following from other 
similar minded youngsters. 


Giving time to producing their input to the 
magazine, every two months, has not 
detracted from their other interests. 
Anouska is now 14 and a student at 


Kendrick school. She has just gained her 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze award having 
previously been a guide and brownie. She 
has graduated through all of the swimming 
levels and is now working towards her life 
saving award. From being a member of 
the Henley Children’s Theatre group, she 
moved on to Caversham’s Theatre Train 
and recently achieved her level 5 LAMDA 
and is working towards level 6. Kick boxing 
classes are another of her enthusiasms. 


GCSE courses start for her in September 
and she is a little nervous about the 
amount of coursework, especially with her 
choice of Art and Textiles. At school she is 
involved in house drama performances and 
lacrosse club. When asked about her 
memories of involvement in the magazine 
she said “it was so nice to get feedback” 
and what of the future “to be a lawyer 
having gone to Oxford University”. 


Zack has just started at Reading Blue Coat 
School, which he chose because he 
thought “it looked a bit like Hogwarts”. His 
great passion is coding (he belonged to 
the Kidmore End school club) and it 
consumes much of his home time too. 

On the computer his favourites games 





are Minecraft, and Slither.io and Agar.io and 
he posts tips about these on his YouTube 
channel. Also a past member of Henley 
theatre club he has played a variety of 
parts on stage and achieved a grade 4 in 
LAMDA. He has been a cub and is now a 
scout. He is learning to play hockey and 
tennis at Peppard and has competed in 
some friendly games. When asked about 
his page he said “it was a fun thing to do, | 
enjoyed it especially the bit of feedback. It 
took about 1 hour 45 minutes each issue to 
produce but it was relatively easy as it was 
based on things | like to do”. His future 
ambition is "to become a programmer and 
if this is not possible, then a computer 
animator or artist”. 


Both Anouska and Zack have contributed a 
great deal to the Sonning Common 
magazine with one whole page produced 
for each edition, quite a task and 
commitment. The magazine committee 
wished to recognise their achievement by 
presenting them each with a ‘Good Citizen 
Award’ and a voucher with our thanks. 


| am sure we all wish them well in their 
future life, which looks likely to be very 
successful. 


As the Chair of Thames Valley Animal 
Welfare, | have been made aware, over 
the past two years, that cats have been 
attacked, or killed and taken by foxes. 
YES, it happens! Obviously it is a very 
distressing experience for someone to 
see their beloved cat being taken by 
these animals. Just recently, | have sadly 
been in this position myself, when my 
small, timid black and white cat was 
heard screaming in the garden one 
evening. Although we reacted very 
quickly no sign has ever been found of 
her and one can only presume that this 
was also her fate. 


| am therefore, concerned with the 
apparent increase in the numbers of these 
animals in the area. On walking down 
Kennylands road in the dark last week, 


| saw three foxes running along the 
opposite pavement, only to turn into 
Westleigh and be confronted by a vixen 
screeching her head off, as another 
answered her from the woods! Is there to 
be no control on these apparently 
increasing numbers? 


In the mean time | would urge residents 
with pets to shut them in at night. 








There were again many individual 
success stories at Chiltern Edge School 
this year. Amongst the highest scoring 
students were; 


Science, Geography, PE and Product 
Design were the top subjects for progress 
and results in Performing Arts and Drama 
were again spectacularly good. 


Daniel Sadler Headteacher said, “Again 
we have had a high proportion of 
students hit their targets and will be 
heading off to their chosen Sixth Form 
places and apprenticeships in September. 
Government are now measuring schools 
on the progress scores for students from 
entry at year 7 to GCSE over their 8 best 
subjects, and we are expecting this 
measurement to reflect the hard work 
staff and students put in.” 


Chiltern Edge School wish all our ex 
students the very best in the future and 
hope to see them at the annual 
Presentation Evening in November. 








sonning Gommon Best Front Garden 
‘Competition Summer 2016 S92 


SOcIETY 
There are so many lovely gardens in the 
village and all have been set out by the 
owners making the best use of the space 
available. Sixteen gardens were nominated 
and judged by the usual points system. 





Second prize 
Roger and Carol Parker, Woodlands Road 


An immaculate garden in front of a 
Victorian house. Colourful borders and 
planters, small topiary hedge and a very 
well kept lawn. 


First prize 
Anthony Horne, Ashford Avenue 


An absolute burst of colour in a red brick 
“courtyard” garden. Very clever planting in 
tubs, planters and a basket. Most of the 
flowers were annuals - geraniums, fuchsias, 
petunias, and a frothy mass of lobelia. A 
great credit to all the family. 


Third prize 
Margaret Moola and Elaine Williams, 
Sedgefield Close 


A lovely cottage style garden with an 
excellent choice of shrubs and colourful 
pots, hanging baskets and tubs of clever 
colour coordination. @ 








The Cultural Revolution - a speaker's offer 


2016 marks the 50 anniversary of the launch of the Cultural 
Revolution in China. A mass rally was followed by the persecution of 
intellectuals. | have been giving successful talks on the subject 
related to my recently published novel Brushstrokes in Time. (Claret 
Press). My fictional Chinese Romeo and Juliet’s story is set against 
real events including that of the Stars Art Movement 1979 (where Ai 
Weiwei’s career started). Brushstrokes in Time is getting good 
reviews and an emotional reaction from young people of Chinese 
ancestry. See my website. Essential Audiobooks is currently turning it 
into a young adult audio book. | am an experienced WI and U3 A 
speaker. This year | was a speaker at the Stratford upon Avon Literary 
Festival and in the festival marquee in Oxford. | am happy to talk at 
library events for no charge. 


Sylvia Vetta - 07809 054969 
https://www.sylviavetta.co.uk 


https://www.facebook.com/ 
OTE TSE TENS 


Successful show 


The Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society held their Autumn 
Show at the Chiltern Edge School on 3 September. There were 
the usual displays of garden produce, domestic products, 
flowers, arts, crafts, and photography. A niche floral 
presentation by Mrs Sue Hedges, using only the shades of 
white and red, gained an early "First” with her floral 
interpretation of the tragic circumstances and death of 
"Romeo and Juliet” in Shakespeare's play of that name. 

Her son, Martin Hedges, who is also a gifted gardener, won 

5 silver cups. 

























The classes for Under 5's was for imaginatively constructed 
bugs, bees or butterflies disolayed on a plate. Two sisters aged 3 
and 5 years came top. The tiny tots handled their stage 
appearance with aplomb as the Headteacher at Chiltern Edge 
School presented them, and all winners, with their prizes. The 
Primary School joins in the Shows, leading 
to some 40 brightly crayoned 
clowns making a cheerful block 
of colour along one wall, and 
three winners selected. Watch 
out for our Plant Stall at the 
School Fete in 2017. @ 


Julia Perry 
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MATTERS OF LIFE AND DEATH j 


After our Matters of Life and Death Open 
Day in May we decided to build on the 
positive response and feedback and have 
arranged four further Special Workshops, 
with guest speakers to elaborate on their 
area of expertise. 


Dates, subjects and speakers of these 
sessions are: 


MONDAY 24/10/2016 2.30 - 4PM 


'First Aid for older People and issues 
around Do Not Resuscitate’ ' Message in 
Bottle Scheme’ 

Community Responders and South Central 
Ambulance Service 


WEDNESDAY 16/11/2016 2.30 -4PM 


"Funerals: 'What are my choices?’ ' Where 
do | start?’ 
Tomalin Funeral Director, 


Andy Chanter Woodlands Burial Custodian 
and Chrissie Phillips Tilbury. 








This summer many of you have walked your dog over the fields 
around Peppard and Sonning Common. This area is a beautiful part 
of Oxfordshire and we are away from the hustle of city life. 


Have you ever asked yourself? Did this vast and complicated world 


just happen, or was it created by God? 


Some thou 
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WEDNESDAY 7/12/2016 2.30 - 4PM 


‘Bereavement, Grief, Family support & 
Befriending services’ 

Ken Blanton, Sue Ryder Chaplain and 
Alison Clements 


Sue Ryder Befriending Co-ordinator, Sue 
Nickson 'FISH Home Visiting’ 


The plan is to have a short reminder of the 
importance of Advanced Care Planning, 
after which the speaker(s) can take the 
stage for about 1 hour, allowing for Q&A's. 


All sessions are FREE for everyone, no 
need to be a registered patient at SC 
Health Centre. 


If there is a lot of interest for any of the 
sessions, we can use the Sonning Common 
Village Hall. 


You may come for any one session or if 
you wish to all four, but it would be very 
helpful if you book a place and leave your 
contact details. 
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there is a God. 


Each of us is a ship sailing over the seas of life. Sometimes the 


conditions can be difficult but we must stay afloat and steer the 
way ahead as best we can. But there is, available for us all, a 
powerful radar system. Ask God to make it available to you, He can 


God bless you! 
JOHN KAYE 


Autumn 


do so and no money is needed. To be given this radar just go into 
your room, close the door and pray. 


God - if you exist - please show yourself to me. 


Don’t just dismiss this as nonsense, but give it real thought. With 
this priceless gift, you will be aware every minute of every day that 


He loves you and has the power to help your voyage for evermore. 






1. Email schcreception@nhs.net 
2. Telephone 0118 9722188 


3. Drop in a note at SC Health Centre 
reception. 


There will be one more workshop just 
dedicated to Advance Care Planning on: 


MONDAY 10/10/2016 
2.30-4PM AT THE SC HEALTH CENTRE. 
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Moores Painting, Decorating & 


\ a 
7 , QD) gunningplumbing.com 
a General Maintenance Services ) Beacon. Flooring i oe (YP) Sache ath | genoa 
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Spruce up your Home & Garden! A Family Run Business Co PP Li IiClraAanm Ss 


5% Discount when you quote: SCMAG ~ . | : Co mprchensive cye ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
Carpet Wood ee o*aminadions INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 


Full contmect lens service 
7 ~ Free specs for children 
Karndean Vinyl | 7" Extensive range of CAVERSHAM BASED 
Free fitting on carpet orders over £150 | ae tite teers me GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 


Niainm agent. for #clss 


obligation quotation. 16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095 Free parking 


Call: 01189 722002 or 07595 906940 beaconflooring@aol.co.uk 0 1 18 947 are 3 : | 
Web: www.beaconflooring.co.uk str BE 2 cn ial ie www.guinningplumbing.com 


i Church St, Caversham, Rei Wing Coppers 2 OW mitre} 


CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931 




















Kidbys Sheds 
Simply The Best 


28 Kennylands Road —- Sonning Common - Reading 


A Shed Should Be For Life 
Sizes from 4ft x 3ft Up to 30ft x 20ft 


Bespoke doors and window arrangements with building 
colour choices. Fully Insulated Home Offices 


FIRST CHOICE FOR 
BUILDING SUPPLIES THE PROFESSIONAL 


e Competitive Trade e Bricks/Blocks 
Pricing /Aggregates 
, » Bulk Bags ¢ Trade Shop 
= Specialist Insulation e Plenty of Parking 
Stockists e Web Offers! 


Pilates Matwork | Group Reformer (jim ® «Indian Sandstone 
BarreConcept | Ballet Barre | Yoga Sat Nav “Terms and 


(@oyareliaieyars 
apply 


Contact Michael Loades or Peter Kay 


Tel: 0118 972 3380 
Email: sales@kidbys.co.uk 





Red Kite Electrical 





You name it. We sell rt 


Every month of the year and for 25 


Top quality electrical work for Sonning 
Common and the South Chilterns since 2006. 


All sizes and types of work undertaken. 
years, we've been selling your lovely 


sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
0118 907 1834 


0788 273 7402 
10 Onslow Gardens, Caversham 


homes; right here in Sonning Common 
and beyond. 


We're here to help with all your 








property needs, so whether you're Or ryRy’ 
r | tS 
Buying, Selling, Renting or Letting, ‘COTTAGE Stars 
== dIVY]E & ‘lates : , ¥ 
knock on our door. 
Want to look and feel gqreat!! : 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise a ) ' 
re Me Ne i jal) ee fe 
K s TTAGY. M Classes in Sonning Co mmon | area "es Ge |. ee 01 18 ¢ 972 3930 
s Including Ante and Post Natal m4) ees =6—224 PEPPARD ROAD 
. > & | ute =~ SONNING COMMON 
Julle Norman Joanne Parker Melissa Edwards » MANTA Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
| Beginners and Intermediates e141 OFF witH THIS VOUCHER 
| : Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) CHILDREN'S PLAYROOM 
Contact us on 0118 972 4242 oa d : OO tat | Private sessions also available CUT-£13 ONEGRADE-£9 TWOGRADES-£11 
or sonningc@davistate.com xy GavisS tale CUT & BLOW DRY -£16 CHILDREN UNDER 10 - 
| BS) PC aneead B ka cnt Bw is 7 j Le 10-£9 
lf you have instructed another agent on a sole agency and/or sole selling rights basis, the terms of those instructions must be considered to avoid a possible liability to pay two commissions. However asking us to visit is FREE. Chi ist dake a roar viele i os 4 ee rt . é Acad ita la CHI LDREN 10 TO 16 - P12 


Mire de dantineite eee SENIOR CITIZEN (MON-FRI) £9 CUT & BLOW DRY £12 


ALL PROPERTY MATTERS Late night opening Thursday to 7.00 pm 
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7.45am to 6.00pm 








E.H. HAMLEY & SON 
Builders & Decorators 


Tel; (0118) 9573894 
Mob: 0774 392 9649 
Email: ehhamleyandson@gemail.com 


Property repairs a speciality 


14 Sheridan Avene — 
Caversham, Reading RG4 FOO ESTABLISHED POA OVER OO VEGAS 











TV AERIAL SERVICES 


Poor Reception Solved 

Aerials repaired & supplied 

TVs - Hung on your wall and tuned 

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV 


Call om 
01189 639113 


= OXFORD AERIALS 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


...--And all in the comfort of your 
own home...... 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 


sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 


Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7787 114536 














T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 






IW) 2 rs-Sall St = 
rer LS ee ts 
=> —— = Pe a ae a é awe 
p 1 
4 tay 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


DK Builders 
Daren Kilroy 


BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 
— RS ARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


OVER =O YEARS EXPERIENCE 


CAVERSHAM, READING O7S8S51736745 
O18 3759407 





INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ps3621) 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS «BARS 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
AL : a AS COVERED D> . CALL OUT SERVICE 
y PaES. | | 
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weiss CRESTWELLHOUSE. (ESR 


Heech Lane, RGS 0PX © Woodcote Nr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: 4S. ). BONNER 











CARL WOOD 


py ROS VARNES 


Carl, who has been fishing since he was 
five years old, caught a 58-pound carp 
in France in June and his achievement 
was filmed by TV cameras for the 
Pursuit angling series on Sky Discovery 
Channel and Sky Sports 3. 


Although a huge carp, it wasn’t Carl’s 
biggest catch ever - that weighed in at 
68-pounds! 


“To catch any fish for the programme 
is good but to catch a monster of the 
lake while the crew was filming was an 
achievement in itself. The programme- 
makers were over the moon!,” said Carl. 


Our friendly butcher leads a double 
life. He is soonsored by UK-based carp 
fishing tackle company, Nash Tackle, as 
a field tester and consultant. 


Many anglers, who fish at Carl’s level, 
do it professionally but for Carl itis a 
part-time passion which he pursues 
alongside the demands of running his 
Wood Lane business. 


Every week he usually manages to 
escape for 24 hours - a day and a night 
- to fish. For him it is an opportunity to 
relax, switch off and enjoy the wildlife 
in and around the water. 


“Fishing is a massive passion for me,” 
said Carl. “When you fish for carp you 
have to have immeasurable patience. 


They are adept at getting away and not 


|? 


getting caught! 


Fishing for carp successfully relies on 
lots of elements coming together at 


once, Carl explained. Temperature, 
light, rainfall and wind direction all play 
their part in determining how the fish 
move about and feed. 


“Carp fishing is very technical. | have 
to fish at different depths of water 
using a range of tackle to catch carp 
depending on the conditions at 

the time.” 


When Carl caught his 58 pounder 

at Etang Meunier, a picturesque 
stream-fed lake at Bonnac-la-Cote, 
Limoges, the conditions were stormy - 
conditions favoured by carp, Carl said, 
as they become more active. 


“When you catch such a big fish you 
have to treat it with respect. They 

can be more than 40-years-old and 
are real survivors. It is important to 
get the hook out of their mouths and 
return them to the water as quickly as 
possible, after treating with antiseptic 
any minor cuts and abrasions. 


Butc ner er Carl Wood! with 
his 38- -pound c ret=) 4d op 





“The aim is always to return the carp to 
the water as healthy as it was when it 
came out,” said Carl. 


Carl enjoys basing his business in 
Sonning Common where he has eight 
staff, some of whom have been with 
him for many years. 


One of the team, Russell, gave Carl 
his first job as a Saturday boy ata 
butcher’s shop in Wallingford! Carl 
went on to own and run the business, 
from the age of 24. He was based first 
in Wallingford and then in Sonning 
Common for the past 13 years. 


Carl describes himself as, “a quiet 
family man”. His wife Lyn supports him 
by keeping the books for the business 
and is a regular water-side companion. 
The pair have two grown-up children, 
Robbie and Rachel. ® 





CURTAINS, 


] // BLINDS, PELMETS,\\ 


TIE BACKS ETC. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


Kennylands Gymnastics 
(formally Thames Valley 
Gymnastics Club) offer 
a range of classes for 
boys and girls of all 

ages. Classes cater 


WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 


EXTENSIONS) 


~" 
i 
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At home with the finest 
properties in Sonning Common 
and surrounding villages 


Established some 22 years, Bridges have built in 
this time a strong reputation as independent 
specialists in the local property market, providing 


the very best advice, to ensure the successful 


for preschool, recreation, 
freestyle gymnastics as well 
as competitive gymnastics for those who 
express the talent and desire. Parties are 
also available on weekends and we even 
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to 
have a go themselves. 


marketing of your home. Whether you are 
looking to buy or sell, you can be assured that 
you will receive a unique first-class service. 


PB OILER A M AXS \: . 


sem & INSTALLATIONS “WWW AMAXSE CO.UK ® |! 


Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics 
Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF Ei www.facebook.com/AMAXS® 
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905 


E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com 
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If you re considering selling in 2016 


lease contact us fora no obligation men, - | 
A a ttl ; 0118 946 2121 
Ppp Www.bridgesproperty.co,uk 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE — 
www.bridgesproperty.co.uk 


0118 946 2121 


Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 
E: info@amaxs.co.uk 








HEIGHTS 


TREE CARE — 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


- All Aspects of Tree Work 
il m0 (e(-mOrUl ani are) 
- Private and Commercial 


M10 la=alersm All iitclaats 


0118 9721003 OV Ese Ke ielslo mM kote) 
Taicek@Jat=tle]ahesiig=\-\er-l¢- mere mel 
WYAWAW A al=1(@]A1&s)8a=\-lers|@-MelO MU] 4 


Graham Blake 


soft furnishing 


Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 


1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA 
Email post@bridgesproperty.co.uk 





BRIDGES 


Independent Estate Agents 








THE VILLAGE 


Ralph Peedell 





As a nutritional scientist and specialist 
pilates instructor | often get asked how 
to supercharge your health and fight 
off the nasty bugs that so often creep 
up on us as the temperature drops and 
the sunshine dips. 


One of the best ways to give your 
health a real boost is to ditch the 
calorie counting and crash dieting and 
instead cram your meals with essential 
nutrients to support metabolism, 
balance hormones, support digestion 
and regulate blood sugar levels. When 
you give your organs and cells within 
the body the raw materials they need 
for optimal function we not only give 
our metabolism a boost but we also 
supercharge our health from the 
inside. 


An easy way to optimally nourish 

your body is to include a wide range 
of fresh, and preferably organic, fruit 
and vegetables. Think about eating 

a rainbow and ensure you have 
something from each colour, each day. 
Green leafy vegetables are one of my 
top favourites, as we know the majority 





of our diet should be plant based, 

SO making sure you always have a 
supply of items such as kale, broccoli, 
brussel sprouts, and cabbage which 
are all great sources of phytonutrients, 
providing a life source for our cells and 
assist in keeping the immune system 
strong thereby avoiding those nasty 
coughs and colds. 


| also want to mention the importance 
of good quality animal protein. It is 
extremely important to know where 
the source is reared and where it came 
from. Applying the same principle to 
fish is key too, avoid farmed fish where 
possible and aim to eat plenty of 
healthy oily fish each week. 


The nutrients gained from rich and 
wholesome foods often work in 
synergy, which means they work 
better when combined and are able 
to benefit the entire body, helping 

to restore balance and function. The 
beauty of eating fresh produce also 
means that your meals are packed with 
a vast array of nutrients, antioxidants, 
vitamins, minerals, enzymes, fats and 
proteins that can bring about deep 
nourishment. 


So ditch the ready meals and pre- 
packaged foods and feed you and 
your family with wholesome nourishing 
foods as we head into the autumn 
months. 


AN URBAN JUNGLE .. 
IN SONNING COMMON 


Imagine being somewhere exotic, 
sitting under towering bamboos, huge 
floppy banana leaves, and rustling tree 
ferns, colours so bold and bright that 
you need your sunglasses on, open 
your eyes and you're transported to ... 
the lovely South Oxfordshire village of 
Sonning Common. 


mrshVAl ale maale)\isie Kom @> qrelgelialia= 
three years ago, | missed living and 
WYO) a4) ale irs] ©) gels [e@ M=>.4 el=)al-larerlale mual> 
smells, tastes and sites of foreign 


Relate iswsto md alsio(=\<1-)aucme) my-Wnelarelal icine al 
(eo) and alsmct-] ave me [Ul alse) mm \t-laall eli maatch’, 
be somewhat difficult to reproduce 
Tamaa\’aesi nals) il el-\ei axel) ae (-lanm olel mye) aar= 
of the plants that | have seen ...well, 
would they grow here in the UK, 
there was only one way to find out, 
so two and a half years ago | started 
experimenting and was pleasantly 
pleased with the results. 


aKomer-iusmdalicmciaalcl im ©) (elem atcicma alast> 
types of bananas, green, black 

re] alee le)kei=)al ey-] an) elelelsvam mint). a0) 4 
Tetrapanax to please the serious 
horticulturists, Cordylines, Tree ferns, 
PZ LULONNAAIKsISHRGlEl alalclasmm ici itclalaalers 


faat=}(e) an @siaalal lise) im el=x-laleianeleianslaP 
grasses, and Cannas by the cart load. 


If that was not enough, there are 
id a=W ae) @ pats) Sis] ©) (=sok@) I el [© LSPA AI ASIP 
Sweetcorn, Tomatoes etc. 


humismn a aU Vani avelaste|ie)(-mxemualialandatcie 

id alovsiows @)io) alecme)arel lati ksmn ae) aa me-Vialerer 
Asia, China, Taiwan, New Zealand, 
ariaat-laltcea=1asP4leecieleluam-Vsaler-p 
Australia, and all survive here and 
seem to like it. 


So back to the deck chair, close 
my eyes and... 


Mick Stanyer 











MY HOLIDAYS... 


YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER COMPETITION 


py CHRISTINE ATKINSON 


We launched our inaugural junior 
photo competition in the August 
issue and are pleased to report that 
we have had a number of entries. 

















All of them were within the Under 18 category which is 
fantastic, although a shame that some of the younger 
members of the village didn’t get involved. . ...maybe 
next time? 


The photos are all really fabulous and we think there 

is some talent amongst you! It was very hard to pick 
a winner from them, but Scott's composed reflection 
photo just pipped the rest and is magnificent! Runner 
up is Lucinda’s cheetahs at dusk. 


ee ey 








Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 


Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, 


Kitchens and Bathrooms 
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work 


Property Management & Lettings 
Please call Roger on O7752 759908 





AACR & Set in an idyllic village location, our amall, friendly 
: ai oy : 
& (oo “ty Pre-school creates a very apecial environment 
ABA nee? for children guided by a team of highly qualified, 
oe = — VS canny Staff, Please contact us for detalls 
fe 4 * £! | a 
\ ae * oy frepistrar@heps.co.uk 
*> hee ee _ CF 
ca phil op iL 
am | 
With excellent links to Kidimore End Pat 
Primary School andonly 5 minutes ~ jeer or 
from Caversham, Sonning Common, in ‘aren 


Paopaind and Ermer Green, 





Whatever you want 
to store... 


...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible 
service at Shiplake. 


With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 


Only 10 minutes 
drive from 
Sonning Common 
in Shiplake 





HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE 


01189 404163 





www.barn-store.co.uk 





Computer repairs 


Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 
data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 


Over 10 years experience 


0 0759 898 3292 [<] jason@millwardit.co.uk 


millwardit.co.uk 


Tragitional, professional, decorator 
with over 40 years experience 


Specialising diso in period house 
decoration and repairs: 
lime wash, faux finishes, marbling, 
and much more. 


David wolkerSpecialist@ hatmallcams (O16) F486 4325 / O7946 349194 


We have been trading in the village for 
over 60 years 


EC ARE PROUD SPONSORS Of 


Me LC AL Py BS 


Dos Poe THE DISABLED 


BINFIELD HEATH oo SHOW 
Wie howe oh fachioned frienaly Dery ice 


We can't stock everything bat we can 
get oaost things for your pet! 


We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


(OME AN DSEE US Tt 








www.petcountrysu lies.co.uk 


SAVE MONEY WITH 


CHECK OUT 
THE MONTHLY 
OFFERS AT 
OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 








NEW YELLOW LINES IN GROVE ROAD 





SKATEPARK 


[WELCOME TO» § 
* Le | 7 . 


“MON Ske 

EMERGENCIES 

THIS PARK IS UNSUPERVISED. 
PLEASE ENSURE A MOBILE PHONE IS AVAILABLE WHEN 
YOU USE THE SKATEPARK. 
IN AN EMERGENCY: 
1. TRY TO PHONE HOME. 
2. PHONE 999 FOR AN AMBULANCE, IF NECESSARY. 
GIVE LOCATION: 
SONNING COMMON SKATEPARK 


ge one sPect 
” BANNE, 1) °F users 
BISHOPSWOOD SPORTS GROUND J i ——. 
RG4 9BT és ol LITTER, gp 
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ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 


e ar 
Parish news 





Knowing the stream that goes through 
Lyme to be about three feet wide 

and six inches deep, | expressed 
scepticism. There was a lengthy pause, 
followed by an imprecation. It turned 
out that she had booked us into a 
hotel with the same name in North 
Yorkshire. It was a bad moment. 


COOKS 


STIGKY TOFFEE PUDDING (serves 12) 


THE THINGS WE DO 


There was another this summer. We 
were in Corsica for a week’s blissful 
beach lounging, and | was in charge of 
the hire car and the car keys. Actually, 
not keys, but one of those key pad 
things that old fogeys with failing 
faculties like me tend to moan about. 


Anyway we left the car near the beach 
and | had the keys - let’s call them 
keys - in the pocket of my swimming 
trunks. Not a good place; at least not 
when you then go swimming. At the 
end of the afternoon | was unable, 
unsurprisingly, to find the damn thing. 
A search was started, which was 
extended after a time to the bed of 
the sea. Amazingly the elder daughter 
found them, or it, on the sand with 
three feet of warm Mediterranean sea 
above it. 


(serves 8) 





BAKED APPLES WITH BROWN SUGAR 


What, | wondered as | trudged ina 
state of considerable foreboding back 
to the car, would be the chances of 

it working after a couple of hours 
immersion in salt water? Pretty small 
was my guess. Wrong again, as it 
turned out. | stood by the car, took 

a very deep breath, pressed the 
button and - beep beep it went. 
Amazing, eh? 








MONGOLIA, JULY 016) 


Walking/trekking for pleasure is not 

a common occupation in Mongolia. If 

a herder wants to get somewhere he 

will either drive, or ride a horse, tractor, 
motorbike or quad bike. So there are no 
footpaths as such and we were simply 
following ‘roads’ - rough dirt tracks going 
as Straight as possible between two 
points. If the track was not going in the 
right direction, our guide just led us off it. | 
remember one particular day as being the 
day of wet feet: we crossed one bog and 
four rivers. (After the bog, the rivers were 
welcome, to clean my feet and boots!) 





There are very few signposts in Mongolia, 
and if the guide wasn’t sure of the way 
(which happened quite often), she would 
have to find someone to ask. SO we 
stopped passing motorcyclists or riders, 
or called in at a ger. 


We were invited into four gers: | hada 

go at milking a cow, watched milk being 
churned, handed out smiley stickers to a 
family with eight children/grandchildren, 
and tried the local alcoholic drink ‘airag’ 
Cyuck!) Everyone was very friendly and 
welcoming, but few spoke English, so our 
guide was essential. 





We stayed in a ger camp for one night 
Clike a holiday camp but with gers to 
stay in, rather than chalets), which was 
excellent, with clean facilities, but the rest 
of the time we camped. We were rough 
camping. We had to collect & boil water, 
(although we also had some bottled 
water with us), the toilet had to be dug 
each evening & the hole filled in when we 
left. But | was very impressed - all you 
could see when we left the site where we 


camped was flattened grass and flowers... 


Our cook and van driver were hard-working 
and helpful, but spoke little English. Food 
was plentiful - especially mutton! 





Every day except one was hot (about 30 
°C) and dry, and the odd one was hot and 
wet. We walked between 10 and 15 miles 
a day, taking up to 7 hours. We didn’t 
stop very often, unless there was shade 
to sit in, but the track tended to avoid 

the trees so there wasn’t much shade 
around. And then there were the flies, 
lots of them - and mosquitoes. There’s a 
character in the Charlie Brown cartoons 
called Pigpen, who always has a crowd of 
flies round his head: | felt like him! 


Of course | did all this to raise money for 
the Institute of Cancer Research, based 
at the Royal Marsden Hospital in London, 
which is working hard to find the causes 
of, and cure for, cancer. | set myself 

the target of £2,500, and I’m about 

half way - so donate now, while you’re 
thinking about it. (www.justgiving.com/ 
RosemaryDunstan60O). 








MIKE DOCKREE 
WINDOWS 


Trade for windows, doors & conservatories 


We provide and fit 
-Windows 
=Doors 
=Conservatories 
In a colour of your choice and also 
-replace misty and damaged glass 
-hinges, handles and locks 
We can also give your conservatory roof an 
upgrade both in material and colour. 
We also provide 
and fit: 
-Fascia 


-Soffits 
-Guttering 
=-Cladding 


Our windows and conservatories come with a 
comprehensive 10 year guarantee, full 
independent inspection with all certificates 


Mike Dockree has 30 years’ experience 


For your free quotation 


Ring: 01189724376 or 07785928190 
Email: mad@windows2002.fsnet.co.uk 


10% discount on windows & doors 
when you quote MAD2016 


Byways provides friendly and professional dental care 

and is located in the tranquil surroundings of beautiful 

Checkendon village. Our services include: 

+ All aspects of general dentistry 

+ Teeth whitening and cosmetics 

+ NHS for children & anyone in 
full-time education 

+ Affordable payment plans 

+ Flexible opening times 

+ Ample free car parking 

To book an appointment or for more 

information call us on 01491 680412 


or email info@bywaysdental.co.uk dé tal 


The Main St, Checkendon, RG8 OSP —— Tel 01491 680412 





Help For Separated Families 
Family Mediation 


divorce/finance/children/property 
Seek Professional Help — FMCA accredited 
www.csmfamilymediation.co.uk 07591 085389 





(F Jefferies 01491 845575 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES keith.jefferies@jcslimited.co.uk 


An Accountant That Will Save You Time & Paper Work 





Excellent customer service & free initial consultation 
e Self-Assessments ¢ Corporation Tax Returns CUTLA 
e Business Advice e Accounts i1Team, Cea ah wa 


1 i a OS he NE 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, 
Replacement Cushions, Chair Caning, 
French Polishing e& Furniture Repairs 
LIZANNE SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Computer Problems? 
ea Om nil i-der-var- ha lale ig 


Fault diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, Networking, 
Data Recovery, Virus Cleaning, Broadband, 
Telephone Cabling & Extensions, TV, Mobiles, 
Website Design, Development & Hosting, and much more. 
Home and Business Support. 

Windows and Mac. 


01491 680036 or 07961 476664 
Maar=T(@>alier=yasrelexe)an) eleic=1emere) an) 
VAWAWALLaVi(O(s1altr=1(@xe)gn] elUi(-1esmexe)an 
Robin, Henry and Angus Piercey 


Influential Computers Ltd - A Family Run Business Since 1984 


DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 
ROOFING & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE 


ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


Free quotations ¢Upve sofits & fascias 
Roof repairs & surveys ¢Chimneystack works 
¢Flat roofs — all types Insurance backed 
of long term systems guarantees 
¢Slate/tile work Lead works 
¢Dormer & Velux windows ¢Re-roofs nrc 
CHAS Registered 


Bondright Roofing Services 
Freephone: 0800 1692361 or Henley 01491 5/9659 


www.bondrightroofing.co.uk admin@pbondrightroofing.co.uk 
Mercurial Systems Ltd. 











DID YOU KNOW? “SC MAGAZINE 





Neighbourhood Alert’ steals a march on latest scams 


SCAMS! 


A very up-to-date type of crime which has followed us into the modern age 
along with all of the improvements in our communication systems - the 
telephone, the Internet, email and texting. Because of their efficiency and 
ruthlessness, scams pose a major threat to our security and peace of mind. 





A new helpful resource is the "Neighbourhood Alert” scheme, whose website Volunteers needed for one day only! Schools, 
provides email alerts tailored to your local area. The alerts are very up-to-date, local groups and individuals are invited to take 
timely and issued frequently by local police and tip-offs. ; part in the county wide water blitz. Check the 

To sign up for free email alerts, go to https://neighbourhoodalert.co.uk and water quality of your local stream, pond, ditch 
follow the simple registration process. On the home page, click on JOIN atthe: or river and help build a water quality picture for 
upper left. Answering the few simple questions on the online form takes about: Oxfordshire. For your free sampling pack register 
two minutes. ; today by emailing hilary @wildoxfordshire.org. 
Citizens Advice can also help you if you have had recent experience of ascam_—_: uk and join in on 3rd October. Earth Watch have 
or think you might have been conned recently. Do seek advice early, dropping volunteered to handle the data and map all results 
in to your nearest Citizens Advice (for Oxfordshire South and the Vale, visit on their global water-hub with the resulting data 


www.caox.org.uk for addresses and opening hours) or call Advice line on : available to everyone involved. 
03444 111444. © : 





| am an instructor and venue co-ordinator with the Under 
17 Car Club and am a member of the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists (IAM) green badger, albeit on 2 wheels. 


If you aren't already aware of our club, our volunteer 
instructors take 11 - 17 year old members from mastering 
basic car control all the way through to advanced driving 
under the Roadcraft system of car control. By the time our 
members take to the roads they can have hundreds of hours 
of mixed driving experience under their belt, having driven 
everything from their family cars to articulated lorries, off 
road vehicles, sports cars and everything in between. We 
are celebrating our 40th year of operations by expanding 
the venues we use, and hold regular open days. 


Some of our members go on to join their local advanced 
driving groups once they pass their car tests, and we like to 
encourage them to think about that at an early stage. 


Some more general information is available here http:// 
underl7-carclub.co.uk/#ul7cc or please feel free to email or 
call me if you would like to know more or discuss this further. 





ALL MAKES SERVICING 


Caring for all your motoring needs ‘for over 50 years! 


MOT 


WHILE YOU WAIT... = 


Y BOSCH Diagnostics 

¥ Service & Repair 

VY Air Conditioning Service & Re-Gas 
V ATA Highly Qualified Technicians 
/Y Free Collection & Delivery 

Y Courtesy Cars Available 


Sonning Common Vauxhall 


0118 972 2021 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU 


CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE WINNER 


Service Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 
www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


£10.00 or- 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 








TEXTUREPLUS 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems 
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Roof & Guttering Maintenance 
Carpentry — Doors + Architraves + Skirting 


COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
(Quality Comes As Standard) 
30 Years Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured 
Insurance Work Undertaken 


Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363 


Based in Sonning Common 


PILATES ABC, HENLEY. 


CLASSES: SONNING COMMON, HENLEY 
& HURLEY. BEGINNERS WELCOME 


07521 699265 alyth@pilatesabc.co.uk 


www.pilatesabc.co.uk 
1 \ LKE SALE 
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SELEC iets 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS _ EST. 1826 Oi: ntnt 


Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding. Five generations serving 
sonning Common; we believe we will 


make a difference. 
For 24 hour assistance: 


Henley-on-Thames 01491 413434 


Caversham 
Reading 


0118 947 7007 
0118 957 3650 


Also at Thatcham, Bracknell and Wokingham 
For tlowers, donations and further information: 


www.abwalker.co.uk 





Estate Agency in 1991 was the same 
as it is today, a personal and intense 
process, but the way it which it works 
has taken on some major changes 
since. It is the ability to adapt and 
react, but also predict these changes, 
that has allowed the company to go 
from strength to strength over the 
years. 


Matthew Davis says ‘| remember the 
early days, when we knew the detail of 
each sale and let. As we have grown, 

| have taken care of the ‘back room’ 
function, and David inspires our ever 
growing customer facing staff base. 
We’ve grown our services, selling 
houses; over 2000 homes are let and 


FUN AND GAMES 


As has become an annual habit, on every 
Saturday in August there is a special 
storytime with crafts, and sale of home- 
made cakes (the money raised from this 
pays for the craft materials). 


As the theme of the Summer Reading 
Challenge this year was the 'Big Friendly 
Read' (to celebrate the centenary of the 
birth of Roald Dahl), all the storytimes were 
loosely based on Roald Dahl stories: we had 
stories about giants and made giant ears to 
wear; we had stories about crocodiles and 
made crocodile models; we had stories 





may 


YEARS 


ethos of being a local, knowledgeable 
team offering a professional service 
to home owners in the area whilst 
continuing to evolve with the times. 


managed based in over 65 countries 
as well as financial services and 
conveyancing.’ 


David Tate agrees ‘Things are very 
different now with technology. Most 
things are more immediate with 
mobile phones, email, internet, and 
property websites, but we still find that 
our clients need and appreciate our 
expertise in all property matters.’ 




























The company involve themselves and 
their staff in their local community, 
sponsorships for local sporting venues, 
clubs, schools, charities and causes 
close to not only their hearts, but to the 
areas they cover. 


From the first office in Goring-on- 
Thames, the two have steadily and 
organically grown the company 

through the years and now are able 
to offer a truly networked local estate 
agent with 13 high street offices 
throughout Berkshire and Oxfordshire. 
80 likeminded staff continue their 


about dreams and made dream jars and 
dream catchers; we had stories about 
insects and made bug head-bands and 
butterflies. 


I'd like to mention one of our volunteers in 
particular: Lyn Smurthwaite, who came up 
with most of the craft ideas and made the 
prototypes, and also thank all the volunteers 
who did all the preparatory cutting out 
for me. And of course thanks to all 
the cake making volunteers! C 
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Quality Local Produce at Competitive Prices 





Friendly, family run Butchers established for over 30 years. We pride ourselves on quality produce and 
customer satisfaction. 





Find us on 


Facebook 


“Like” and “Share” our page to receive 10% off your next order. 


Save << when you buy our Freezer Packs. Enjoy one of our tailored Meat Packs. 
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FRIENDS OF SONNING COMMON LIBRARY 
APPLICATION FORW 


Please fill in the form below and either deliver it, or post it, to: 
Sonning Common Library, Grove Road, Sonning Common RG4 9RH. 


eo eee eee eee eee eee eee e eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeee eee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeee ee oe oR Ho BEBE H OBE EEE EOE EO BOB EB OBO ORO OHO HOOD OBOE HOO OOOOH OOO EOE OD 
eo eee eresreresreresresrereee sree e eee eee eee eee eee rere rere rere eee e eee eee eee eee eee oe Heo HOH HOHE HOH HHO HEHEHE HEHEHE HOE EOE EEE EEE BEDE DEDEDE ESOT E COCO e COCO Cee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
eee eee ees eeeeeeeeeseeeee eee ese sess sesesseeeseeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeseseeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee eee ee eee eereeeeeseses 
DD 


Your details will not be shared with others without your permission 


| enclose a cheque for: (which includes an extra donation of) 


i 


Cheques should be made payable to Friends of Sonning Common Library. Receipts will be sent by email. 
Please tick only if you require a paper receipt 


If you would like to pay online or require an additional application form please contact FoSCL by email: 
friendsofsonningcommonlibrary@gmail.com © 


OUR THREE ANGLICAN CHURCHES GET A NEW RECTOR:- 


IT'S FAREWELL TO SUSAN .. 


Sadly, it's time to say goodbye to our 
Associate Priest, Susan Cooper, and wish her 
all the best in her future role as Priest in 
Charge of the Parish of Purleigh in Essex, 
where she hopes to spend more time with 
her family. She will be licensed and installed 
on Tuesday 4 October in All Saints church. 
Church warden Karen Broadbent 
recollects “It only seems a short while 

ago that she was appointed back ona 
dark cold rainy night in November 2013” 


Interviewed by a Skype panel, in her warm 
sunny home in Rotorua, New Zealand. 


“It didn't take us long”, says Karen, “for 
us all to realise we had appointed a very 
able, practical person. Susan immersed 


herself in the work of the Benefice, 
became very much part of the Parish 
and church and village life”. 


With Graham Foulis-Brown’'s retirement 
last September Susan's loyalty and true 
devotion to duty became very evident. 
Supported by our lay readers Morris 

and Stewart, she enabled the pattern of 
services to continue seamlessly, showing 
calm support and quiet presence and 
carrying out the hatch, match and 
dispatch elements of a priest’s work with 
efficiency and sensitivity. Susan gave us 
so much, far more than was expected 

of her; friendship, advice, care, fun and 
time. She has quietly built good relations 
with the community, and visited schools, 
care homes and people in need. 


So from all of us in Sonning Common and 
our neighbouring villages thank you, Susan 
for your time with us. We wish you all the 
very best for your future post and hope 
you will enjoy your new life in Essex. @ 








»» AND WELCOME TO JAMES 


Dear friends, 


I've been asked to write a short piece about 
myself so that when | take up my role as 
new Rector at the end of September, you'll 
have at least a bit of a notion of who | am! 


The first thing you may notice about me 

is that | have an accent that's very difficult 
to place. | was born in Canada and lived 

in various countries as a child, before 
settling in England (my father is originally 
from Kent) at the age of seventeen. | read 
History at university and also did a lot of 
singing as a choral scholar in my college 
choir. Just after university | married Gillian; 
early in our marriage we spent three years 
living and working in Ghana, where she was 
born and brought up. Our daughter, Judith, 
was born in 2003, whilst | was a teacher at 
Bradfield College, just west of Reading. 


It was at Bradfield that | started to act on 
the niggling feeling that | should explore 
the possibility of ordination. To cut along 
story short, we eventually moved to Ripon 
College Cuddesdon, near Oxford, for my 


theological training and | was ordained 
deacon in 2012 and priest in 2013. My 
curacy was at Holy Trinity, Headington 
Quarry, famous for being C.S. Lewis’ parish 
church. 


But of course there's more to me than a 
list of dates! | enjoy cooking elaborate and 
complicated meals (but the cleaning up 
less so). Music (mainly classical and jazz, 
but I'm open to any good music) is deeply 
important to me. (One of my favourite 
quotes is by the German philosopher 
Friedrich Nietzsche:“Without music, life 
would be a mistake”) | like to read modern 
fiction, history and poetry and | enjoy 
watching sport and going for long walks. 


Maybe the most relevant thing about me, 
though, in terms of my new role as Rector, 
is that | am passionate about commending 
the richness and integrity of the Christian 
way to our world, and also about providing 
a warm welcome to any and all who want 
to explore it with us. I'm also convinced 
that the Church has an important role to 
play in serving local communities. 


| hope this will give you some idea of who 
lam. Gillian, Judith and | look forward 

to getting to know you over the weeks, 
months and years to come and I'm very 
excited about serving the parishes of 
Rotherfield Peppard, Kidmore End and 
Sonning Common as Rector. 


God bless, James 








Church news 
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DIARY DATES 


OCTOBER 


Sunday 2 - 70:00 - 16:00 

Felt makers get together. Bring 
lunch and a project to work on. 
Village Hall 


Wednesday 5 - 70:30 - 12:00 
Village Coffee Morning hosted 
by Sonning Common Women’s 
Institute. Open to all. Raising 
funds for local community 
projects. Village Hall 


Monday 10 - 74:30 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Monday 10 - 20:00 
Sonning Common Parish 
Council. Village Hall 


Tuesday 11 - 74:00 - 75:00 
New Parents’ Open Day 
Sonning Common Primary 
School 


Wednesday 19 - 70.30-77.30 
Mess Around messy play party 
Village Hall 


Thursday 20 - 77:30 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 20 - 79:30 

Sonning Common Women's 
Institute - "Understanding your 
energy costs & Smart Meters”, 
a talk by Neil Richardson. 
Visitors welcome. Village Hall 


Monday 24 - 74:30 - 16:00 
SCHC workshop "First Aid 
for older people”, "Do not 
resuscitate”, "Message ina 
bottle” 


Thursday 27 - 09:00 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


NOVEMBER 


Wednesday 2 - 70:30 - 12:00 
Village Coffee Morning hosted 
by Sonning Common Women’s 
Institute. Open to all. Raising 
funds for local community 
orojects. Village Hall 


Thursday 3 - 74:00 - 15:00 
New Parents’ Open Day 
Sonning Common Primary 
School 


Sunday 6 - 70:00 - 76:00 

Felt makers get together. Bring 
lunch and a project to work on. 
Village Hall 


Monday 7 - 74:30 

Royal British Legion Women's 
Section - Group meeting. 
Harpsden visiting Batten House 


Thursday 10 - 79:45 

Chiltern Players - "Seasons 
Greetings” by Alan Ayckbourn 
Peppard Memorial Hall 


Friday 11 & Saturday 12- 79:45 
Chiltern Players - "Seasons 
Greetings” by Alan Ayckbourn 
Peppard Memorial Hall 


Monday 14 - 74:30 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Monday 14 - 20:00 
Sonning Common Parish 
Council. Village Hall 


Wednesday 16 - 74:30 - 16:00 
SCHC workshop "Funerals: 
What are my choices?, Where 
to | start?” 


Thursday 17 - 77:30 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 17 - 79:50 

Sonning Common Women's 
Institute - "What is it?” An 
antique objects quiz presented 
by Richard Anderson. Visitors 
welcome. Village Hall 


Thursday 24 - 09:00 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 - 
10:00 - 16:00 

Felt makers Exhibition 

- "Seasons". Free entry - 
refreshments available 
Village Hall 


A B Walker & Sons Ltd 30 
Funeral Directors 


Alphabet Day Nursery Back 


AMAXS Plumbing 14 
Heating Electrical 


Barrs Insurance Back 
Services 
Barn Store 22 


(Secure Self Store) 
Beacon Flooring 8 


Beville Estate Agency 


Bondright Roofing 26 
Services 

Bonner Locksmiths 12 
Brambles Floral Service 9 
Bridges Property 15 
Byways Dental 26 


Carl Woods Butchers Ltd 27 
Carpet Fitter 

Caversham Aerial Services 
Compass Water Softeners 12 
Computer Repairs 22 
Curtains, Blinds, Pelmets, 14 
David Walker Decorator 22 
Davis Tate Estate Agency 8 
DK Builders 12 


EH Hamley & Son 12 
(Builders & Decorators) 


Elements Kitchen Design 2 


Family Hairdressing 12 
Family Mediation 26 
Functional Physio Back 
Girl Power (Electrician) 30 
Graham Blake Soft 14 
Furnishings 

Gunning Plumbing 9 
Heights Tree Care 14 


Henley Glazing & Window 35 
Centre Ltd 


Influential Computers 26 


Jefferies Accountancy 26 
Services Ltd 


Details of all minibus trips can also be found on the FISH website www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 
For more information and to book any trip call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between 09.30 and 11.30 a.m. @ 


Kennylands Gymnastics 


Kidbys 


Kidmore End Pre-School 


Milo Technical Support 
(Computers) 


Moores Painting & 
Decorating 


Paul’s Painting & 
Decorating 
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ADVERTISERS DIRECTORY 


14 

9 
22 
35 


Peppard Building Supplies 8 


Pet Country Supplies 
Pilates ABC 

Property Maintenance 
Red Kite Electrical 


Retrofit (Fitness to Music) 35 


Robin James Opticians 


S J Hinton Carpenter 
& Joiner 


Sonning Common Beauty 35 


Sonning Common Garage 30 


Sonning Common 
Pet Care 


Sonning Common 
Pre-School 


Spruce Property 
Maintenance Service 


Studio One (Pilates, 
Matwork & Yoga) 


T C Fuller Plumbing 
& Heating 


Tai Chi Classes 
Tandoori Connoisseur 


Tereena Hartin 
Personal Trainer 


TexturePlus (Interior 
& Exterior Decorating) 


Time 4 Pilates 


Tomalin and Son 
Funeral Directors 


TradeMark (Windows, 
Doors, Conservatories) 


TV Aerial Services 
Village Barbers 
Wee-Cot Seating 
Wood Lane Dentistry 


The programme of shopping and leisure trips for each month is published and distributed on 20th of the preceding month and 
bookings are taken from that date. Copies of the programme are available the FISH Volunteer Centre, Sonning Common Library, the 
Christian Community Action shop, Pet Country Supplies and on request from Carson’s Chemist. The monthly programme of trips is 

posted on noticeboards in both Peppard and Sonning Common. 


Back 


The FISH Volunteer Centre runs regular door-to-door shopping trips to Tesco in Henley every Monday morning and to Henley Waitrose, 
Henley Farmers Market, Morrisons in Reading and Reading Town Centre every month. 


eoereeec reece reece eee eee ee eee wee eee eee eee ee wee ee eee eee eee eee cere cee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee reece eer eee eee eee eee ero eee eee eee cere ee eee eee e eee eee cere sree eee ee reece eee eee eee etree eee cee 


44 6Os, 70s, 80s, 90s, 00s hits 
—— Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common. 


Fun & friendly fitness set to 


music from decades past 
8pm, Tues/Weds, Henley & Wargrave, £6 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Call Emma 07763 648 052 for venue details 
Like the Facebook page @funandfriendlyfitness 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


HENLEY GLAZING AND WINDOW CENTRE LIMITED 
01491 629901 


Suppiers & Installers of: 
UPVC, Aluminium and 
Timber Windows 


Glass Supply, Glazing Service 
Mirrors, Shelves, Table Tops 
Sealed Units, Lead Lights 

Locks, Secondary Glazing Doors and Conservatories 


Shower Screens Facias, Sofits and Guttering 


Registered Company 


Workshop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA 
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OGHLOCOMIECGL 
* Fully Air-Conditioned 


* Large Groups Catered For 
* Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
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* MANICURE * PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
*WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 





) Functional Sonning Common Health Centre 


Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 
w Physio 
oS & Pilates 
) Back & Neck pain 
» Muscle / Joint Strains 


» Shoulder Injuries 

» Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
) Ligament Sprain ) Pre/ Post Natal Exercise 
» Sports Injuries ») Respiratory Conditions 
) Whiplash Injuries ) Lower Limb & Foot Problems 
» Appointments available every day 
) Pilates classes throughout the week 

01189 722 745 
fo@functionalphysio.co.uk 


Jo Pereira MCSP 
Catherine Matthews MCSP 
Chartered Physiotherapists 


ional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 


_— Tae 


PERSONAL TRAINER 
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nutrition advice, please contact Tereena: 
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Reading, RG4 9SW 


www.functionalphysio.co.uk 
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High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (EV FS) for children 
4 monihs to 5 years 


® Goad OFSTED repart 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, fam te opin 
® Plevible fours 
® Farly years education grants available 


® Cwrreicuflum includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames balley Gym 


® Small friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 


for further information, please ask for the manager 
Ona GOS 4CAS, or visi cnr website, 


mais: Info alphabetdaynirxeries.com 


Golden 


Charter 
Funeral 
Plans 


£40 John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 
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Fed Up With Call Centres 


Barrs Insurance 


Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 
Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 
¢ House & Contents * Business » Liabilities 
¢ Travel * Landlords + Professional Indemnity 


-lorse * Shops = sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


(Ob hss P-4- Bd ot OF} 
mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk 


Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT 
Authorised and Regulated by FCA 








Tel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


@® TaiChiClasses @& 


Do you need to improve your balance, 
coordination or strength? 


Want to improve your sense of wellbeing? 


Gentle mind, body and spirit exercises 
Ideal for all ages and any fitness level 


Daytime, Evening and Weekends Classes 
Contact Karen on 07867 954 786 





© 


@® www.karenpounds.co.uk 


